Another year of great Scouting in Old Malden has whizzed by and it has been fabulous to watch
our members grow and develop as they take part in their weekly meetings and other activities. This
year has seen them out and about on expeditions, camps and nights away, as well as representing
1OM in sporting activities and competitions. In all of these situations their promise “To do my best”
is most evident, and we are so proud of our young people when they try their hardest and finish
with smiles on their faces even if they haven ’t won.
None of this would be possible without our team of leaders who continue to provide exciting and
imaginative programmes to ensure that we keep parents (or grandparents!) sewing on armfuls of
badges. We ‘re sure that you join us in thanking them for their dedication. We ‘d also like to thank
Stuart McKendrick, our Group Chairman, and our Executive Committee whose work ‘behind the
scenes ’ is just as vital in order to keep our great Group running.
We would like to say a huge “Thank You “ to Paul Symes, who has children in Beavers and
Cubs, for giving up time during the Half Term holiday to repaint all of the walls in the
headquarters. It ’s made such a difference and all the Leaders are very grateful.
Thanks also to Dean Gager for continuing to keep an eye on our minibus to ensure it is safe to
take our young people around in.
Please see the “New Year Challenge “ if you think there are any ways you think you could help
us in the coming year.
Wishing you the very best for a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New
Year.
Joint Group Scout Leaders

We would like to extend a challenge to parents, grandparents, friends and supporters of 1st Old
Malden to have a think about how you could join in with our successful group in 2018. As well
as help at our regular weekly Section meetings, we also need to have a list of people who we can
contact to help at other events such as putting up tents for camps, helping with our annual fair and
fundraising, helping with maintenance of the HQ etc. The more adults that are able to help out
now and then, the more we would be able to offer to our young people. Please contact our Active
Support Manager, Andy McCallum, to add your name, and to let him know if there is anything
specific you can help with. His email address is aurora@1omscouts.org.uk.
If you would like to know more about helping regularly in a Section, please speak to Alison or
Louise, or any Section Leader, who will be more than happy to tell you what they get out of
working with our young people.

Worcester Park on Saturday 23rd December, 10am to 4pm
We need lots of happy smiling children to spread the festive cheer!
Please come along and help!
A couple of dates for the coming year:
Saturday 19th May, Group Fun Day at Southwood Activity Centre
Saturday 9th June, Summer Fair on Plough Green.

How much do you know about Christmas?
I mean the original Christmas Baby Jesus, and so on?
You’d be surprised how little the Bible has to say about it. Many of the things you find
in a school Nativity Play simply aren’t in the Bible. They might be true, but who knows?
For a start, on two of the four Gospels mention the birth of Jesus at all. The other
two clearly don’t think that it’s that important. And no one else in the New Testament
writes about it either. Here’s a question: how do Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem?
What would you say? Not a bus or a train, but I bet you would say… a donkey.
Wrong! Well, not exactly wrong, but the Bible doesn’t tell us. What about all those
pictures and ‘Little Donkey’ and everything? All made up I’m afraid. How about the
Innkeeper? Question: what does the Bible say about him? Answer: not a lot. In fact the
Bible doesn’t even mention him. And don’t get me started on the Kings (How many
Kings visit the Baby Jesus? None. I promise you. Check it out in Matthew2. 1f).
You see, we know far less about the birth of Jesus than we thought. He must have
been born – everyone is – but the details are quite sketchy. What is important about
Jesus is what he did later on in his life: when he was 12 and then when he was about
30. That’s what really made him special.
This Christmas, it’s fine to spend time thinking about the Baby in the manger (yes, the
manger does actually get a mention). But maybe we could remember Jesus on all his
other birthdays as well. After all, we all find it embarrassing when people start getting
our baby photos out. Maybe Jesus feels the same. Who knows?

The Revd. Kevin Scott
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